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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

1-10 (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A backing plate for use in a friction assembly for a brake, the friction 
assembly comprising a brake pad which includes the backing plate and a friction material, the 
backing plate comprising: 

a friction supporting surface for supporting the friction material for producing friction 
when the brake is in use; 

a back surface opposite to the friction supporting surface, the back surface being adapted 
to receive a noise damping shim; and 

a first coupler member fbimed on the back surface for engaging with a second coupler 
member formed on the noise damping shi m, the second coupler member [and] having a rim 
defining a hole to couple the noise damping shim with the backing plate, the first coupler 
member having: 

a stem adapted to be received in the hole of the second coupler member, the stem 
having a connection end where the stem is connected to the backing plate and a distal end 
opposite lo the connection cn djhe stem having a height and an enlarged section having a larger- 
cross section, whe rein the enlarged section is near the distal end of the stem and engages the rim 
of the second coupler member to prevent disengagement of the shim from the backing plate u pon 
assembly: 

a recess surrounding the stem to accept the rim of the second coupler member, the 
recess having a depth defined by an opening mouth and a bottom, 

wherein the height of the stem is less than the depth of the recess such that the 
distal end of the stem [is] remains within the recess prior to and after coupling of the first and 
second coupler members , 

12-14. (Canceled) 
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15. (Currently amended) The backing plate as claimed in claim IL [+4?] wherein the stem of the 
first coupler member is deformed to form the enlarged section prior to assembly of the frictional 
assembly s i ich that upon assembly of the backing plate, the second coupler member will be 
attached to the first coupler member bv snap fitting the first and second coupler members 
together . 

16-19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) A method of assembling a friction system for a brake having a noise 
dampening shim , the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a first coupler member comprising [having] a stem having a region with an 
enlarged cross-section positioned near a distal end of the steni [J and a recess surrounding the 
stem on a back surface of a backing plate for a friction assembly, the fiction assembly having: 
a friction pad for producing friction when the brake is in use; and 
the backing plate having a friction supporting surface for supporting the friction 
pad and the back surface opposite to the friction supporting surface^ [;] 

w herein the stem has a height between the distal end and a connection end where the 
stem is connected to the backing plate, the recess h as a depth defined by an opening mouth and a 
botto m, and the height of the stem is less than the depth of the recess such that the distal e nd of 
the stem is within the recess: 

providing a second coupler member having a rim defining a hole on the noise dampening 
shi m, the noise dampening shim adapted for engagement with the back surface of the backing 
plate [th e noiso damping shim having a first surface adapted for e ngag e ment with th e boo k 
surface of th e backing plate, and a c o cond surfac e adapted for receiving a compression force 
when the broke ts in use] ; and 

snapping in the enlarged section of the stem of the first coupler member into the hole of 
the second coupler member so that the enlarged section of the stem engages the rim of the hole to 
couple the noise dampening shim [s e cond coupl e r m e mhor] with the backing plate. 
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21. (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 20, wherein: 

the step Tor providing the second coupler member provides the hole with an enlarged 
section; and 

the snapping step forces the enlarged section of the stem of the first coupler member into 
the enlarged section of the hole of the second coupler member so that the enlarged section of the 
stem of the first coupler member secures the [ ooupling between tho] first coupler member and the 
second coupler member. 

22. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 20, wherein: 

the step of providing the first coupler member fonas the stem such that a distal end of the 
stem remains within the recess. 

23. (New) A backing plate for use in a friction assembly for a brake, the backing plate 
comprising: 

a friction supporting surface for supporting a fiiction material; and 
a back surface opposite to the friction supporting surface for coupling with a noise- 
dampening shim, the back surface having: 

a stem having a connection end where the stem is connected to the backing plate 
and a distal end opposite to the connection end, the distal end having an enlarged section with a 
larger cross-section than the remainder of the stem; and 

a recess surrounding the stem, the recess having a depth defined by an opening 
mouth and a bottom, 

wherein the height of the stem is less than the depth of the recess, 

24. (New) The backing plate according to claim 23, further comprising a noise-dampening shim 
member having a rim defining a hole extending from the surface of the shim, wherein the shim is 
coupled to the backing plate by press-fitting the enlarged portion of the stem into the hole of the 
rim. 



PAGE 4(11 * RCVD AT 411 1/2005 12:36:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 1 DNiS:8729306 ' CSID:2128197583 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-16 



FROM W&C LLP 19TH FL. 



(SUN) 4. 10' 05 23:41/ST. 23: 39/NO. 4260454770 P 5 



Serial No. 10/671,856, filed Sept 25, 2003 
Docket No- 1107348-0008 
Page 5 of 1 1 

25. (New) A friction assembly for a brake, the friction assembly comprising: 

the backing plate according to claim 23 having a friction material affixed onto the friction 

supporting surface; and 

a noise-dampening shim coupled to the stem of the backing plate. 
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